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The best conference on neural networks ever 
Cliflord Lau 

Of$ce of Naval Research 
General Chair 

TRe 1992 htema~onal  Joint 
Conference on Neural Networks 
(LTCNN) was held at the Baltimore 
Convention Center on June 7 - 1 1, 
1992. This conference was one of 
the series of very successful WCNNs 
that were co-sponsored by the E E E  
Neural Network Council (NNC) and 
the htemational Neural Network 
Society (INNS). 

The planning for the conference 
started two years a o when the IEEE 
NNC asked me to g e the general 
chair. I was only deli hted for such 

! I an op ortunity, since JCNN repre- 
sente the best of all the conferences 
on neural networks. I was also pre- 
sented a challenge to do better than 

6 rt from the WNC (Dr. Russell 
berhart, President; Dr. Robert 

Marks, Past President) and from the 
INNS (Dr. Paul Werbos, President; 
Dr. Bernard Widrow, Past Presi- 
dent . I would like to thank the IEEE 
NN & and the INNS for giving me 
the autonomy to organize the confer- 
ence the way I saw fit. As it turned 
out, in s ite of the recession, the 
1992 LT8NN was the best conference 
on neural networks ever. Preliminargr 
data indicated that more than 1,400 
people participated in the confer- 
ence, from 3 1 countries. 

The conference consisted of a 
day of tutorials on June 7, when 158 
peoples re istered for ten different 
tutorials. .is, e best attended tutorial 

including both oral and oster L papers, were presented. s was the 

first time that man exceUent papers 
were presented at 6 CNN! 

Another first for IJCNN was tRe 
fact a a t  for the first time in historgr 
the conference proceedin s were put 
in the f o m  of a CD R O ~ .  The 
entire four volumes of tRe IJCNN'92 
Proceedings were put in one CD 
ROM. This made it much easier to 
cany around. The CD ROM ro'ect 8 t was sponsored by the ZEEE N in 
collaboration with the lEEE Circuits 
and Systems Societ and the E E E  
Engineering in Me B icine and Biol- 
og Society. Much thanks belonged 
to han i  Soma of the Universiry of 
Washington and Stamatios Kartalo- 
oulos of AT&T Bell Laboratories 

For spearheading the CD ROM 
effort. 

The conference was kicked off 
on Monday, June 8, by a plenary talk 
by Professor Stephen Crossberg of 
Boston U~versi ty  on Supervised 
and Unsupervised Learning. Gross- 
berg, of course, was no stranger to 
the neural network community and 
was well known for his work on 
Adaptive Resonance Theory. The 

lenary talk on Tuesday was iven B 1 Professor Leon Cooper of rown 
dniversity on Syna tic Plasticity in 
the Visua Cortex: P oward a Molecu- 
lar Basis or Learning and Memory 
Storape 4ooper. in addition to his 
Nobe Prize on the theoretical under- 
standing of low temperature super- 
conductors, was also well known for 
his work on the mean field theory for 
vision prwessing. On Wednesday 
momin the lenary talk was given 
by ~rofBeisor 8ary Lynch of the Uni- 

was given by Dr. Jerome Feldman of 
the lnrernational Com uter Science 
institute on Natural 2 omputation 
and Ardficial Intelligence. Feldman 
was one of the first computer scien- 
tists to embrace the comectionist 
approach to artificial intelligence. 

The highlight of the conference 
was the keynote address on Tuesday 
night given by Dr. Eugene Wong 
(Associate Duector for Industrial 
Technology, Executive Office of the 
President, Office of Science Tech- 

In addition to and in parallel 
with the technical sessions, special 
sessions with invited speakers were 
also outstandin features of the con- 
ference. The tal fi by Robert Lucky of 
AT&T Bell Laboratories drew such a 
crowd that it was standing room 
on1 . All the special sessions were i we 1 attended. S ecial thanks should 

o to the Specia !' Sessions Chair, Dr. 
Kndy Penz of Texas Imtnunents for 
organizing such outstandin ses- 
sions. In conjunction with & e con- 
ference, a total of 30 exhibitors 
displayed their neural network hard- 
ware, software, and books at the 
conference. Credit for the excellent 
exhibit show belonged to the Exhib- 
its Chair, Dr, Herbert Wmg of Rock- 
well Science Center. The student 
volunteers were a big part of the 
conference, and were a major reason 
the conference ran so smoothly. 
Many thanks are due to the Volun- 
teers C M ,  Nha Kswalski of the 
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